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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

 
Dear NBTC members and friends, 

 
What a good time we can have warming up in winter by playing tennis. I hope you are enjoying yourselves on 
our fine courts. Having played at a few clubs recently, I have been reminded that our courts, both the old and the 
newly surfaced courts are at least as good as the best around!  
The club is actually going very well. Membership numbers are solid, and we have healthy numbers joining and 
showing interest in playing both competition and social tennis. Indeed, NBTC is going a lot better than our 
nation’s top players did at this year’s Wimbledon! 
 
I want to let you all know that we recently had the club’s 50th birthday party on 1st April this year and some 160 
people attended the celebratory dinner at Balwyn North Bowls Club!  Those on the organising committee were 
Rhonda McCaw, Liz Brown, Stuart Brown, Peter Moran, Graham Besley and Andrew Halford and there were 
many others who also contributed time and effort. It was a fabulous night, and we got people to step up and talk 
about the five decades of our club’s fine history. People attending ranged in age from three to ninety. Thanks on 
behalf of all present and past members to all those who did such a great job in making it happen.  
 
It has been great to see how much our courts are being used by members in the last few months: could it be that 
tennis is getting a new life of popularity? We are getting a solid stream of inquiries and membership applications.  
We are also running more junior teams than we have for a couple of years at present, which is great to see.   
 
Your club committee of volunteer members continues to work hard on everything from membership (thanks 
Peter McCaw!) to financial management (thanks Rowena Sheung!) to general secretarial duties (thanks Tony 
Barton!) and maintenance of our facilities (thanks Graham Besley!). I also want to thank the many other people 
who contribute their time to making the club what it is. 
 
I also want to acknowledge and thank our head coaches, Stuart and Andrew, for their efforts in attracting 
members to the club and helping in many ways every day to make the club attractive to new and existing 
members. I hope you enjoy this newsletter: thanks as ever to Rhonda McCaw for putting it together.  Inside you 
can read about club championships which were held a couple of months ago, and many other aspects of tennis 
and social life at our club.  
 
Best wishes and happy tennis, 
 

 

Danny Samson, President 
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THE COMMITTEE 2011/2012 

Danny Samson    President 
Vacant     Senior Vice-President 

Vacant     Junior Vice-President 

Tony Barton    Secretary and Public Officer 
Rowena Sheung    Treasurer 
Peter McCaw    Membership Secretary 
Graham Besley    Maintenance Co-ordinator 
Andrew Halford    Junior Organiser (joint) 
Stuart Brown    Junior Organiser (joint) 
Rhonda McCaw    Committee Member 
Kaye Clarke    Committee Member  
Peter Moran     Committee Member  
 
Theo Mitsinikos    Honorary Auditor 
 
Andrew and Stuart are also our joint Head Coaches.                          

 
 We have three vacant committee positions. 

 
 
 

LOOKING AFTER OUR CLUB 
 
It has  come to the attention of the Committee that on a number of occasions recently the club has been left 
unlocked and the clubhouse in a deplorably untidy state.  We depend on members and their guests to look after 
the club.  We request all members to take personal responsibility for the security and state of the clubhouse and 
remind others of their obligations if they notice anything amiss. 
 
 
 
 

INCREASE  IN  CHARGE  FOR  COURT  HIRE  UNDER  LIGHTS  TO   $10  PER  HOUR 
 

The Committee, at its July meeting, decided to increase the charge per court per hour under lights from $8 per 
hour to $10 per hour. This charge has not been increased since lights were installed on courts 1 & 2 20 years 
ago! The Committee believes that a contribution to the cost of electricity and repair of blown globes should be 
shouldered by users of this facility.  If paying by coin in the slot (courts 3 & 4) please put the extra $2 per court 
per hour in a labelled envelope in the Visitors fees box.  If operating the lights by key, please put $10 per court 
per hour used in a labelled envelope in the Visitors fees box. Night tennis court hire is operating at the moment 
on an honour system. We expect members to comply. 
 

This new arrangement will come into effect on 1st August 2012.  
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING  AND  NBTC  HISTORY  BOOKLET  LAUNCH 
 
Notice is hereby given  of the 51st Annual General Meeting of North Balwyn Tennis Club. It will be held on 
Sunday 11th November 2012 at the clubhouse at 5.00 pm. As it is our 50th Anniversary we will be celebrating 
with drinks and nibbles, followed by the AGM around 6.00 pm. A sub-committee has been formed to put together 
a history of the club so far and a Booklet Launch is planned for the evening. Anyone who would like to contribute 
to it in any way is invited to contact the History sub-committee through the NBTC email, 

northbalwyntc@yahoo.com.au. 

 
Please put Sunday 11th November in your diary now! 
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MAINTENANCE REPORT 
 
COURTS:   
The PolyClay courts have required monthly topping up with sand and removal of leaf litter as well as an annual 
groom to keep the carpet base in good condition. Members are requested to bag the courts after each session of 
play and to also spread their usage as evenly as possible across all 4 courts. This will also assist in extending the 
life of the court surface. 
A new net has been placed onto court 4. The recent rains have helped the en tout cas courts remain in good 
condition. Some lines have been replaced on court 2. 
 
COURT LIGHTS: 
We have had a number of lights and controls replaced over the past few months.  This is an ongoing and 
expensive activity. The light usage fees that members are required to pay when playing in the evening is an 
important contribution to these costs. This charge will be increased to $10 per hour per court from 1st August. 
 
CLUBHOUSE:  
Our cleaning contractor continues to visit once per week. Members are requested to assist keeping facilities 
looking good by putting rubbish into the clubhouse bins and emptying them into the outside wheel-away bins 
when getting full. Using the carpet sweeper after morning or afternoon tea will also contribute to keeping the 
floor looking good between the contractor visits. 
 
PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS: 
Longer term improvements planned by the Committee and for which we are seeking assistance from the Council 
include; replacement of blinds, placing a light over the outside entrance and installation of a built-in BBQ facility. 
 
Graham Besley, Maintenance Co-ordinator 

*************** 

 
 MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
Our membership remains quite strong with the total membership numbers remaining roughly constant over the 
past year. Once again the Club ran a membership promotion over the New Year period and the results were 
again very pleasing with a significant influx of new members to whom we extend a very warm welcome. For 
existing members, subscription renewals for 2012/13 were due on 1 April. To date around 60% of our members 
have renewed and I thank those who have been prompt in this matter. 
 
For those who haven't, I must remind you that you received either an email or a posted subscription form at the 
end of March and ask you to deal with this as a matter of urgency. Note that if you do not renew your 
membership promptly you will be unable to use the Club facilities for competition, organised social or casual 
tennis. If you have any queries please contact me. If you do not intend to renew, please return the subscription 
renewal form with the 'not rejoining' box ticked (don't forget to write your name on the form), or let me know by 
email or telephone. This will avoid further annoying and unnecessary follow up. 
 
Peter McCaw, Membership Secretary    9817 2940 

 
 
 
 
Competition Fees 
 
The annual subscription fee at NBTC includes the cost of all tennis balls for competition play and access to good 
used balls for organised social play. The other costs associated with competition play, Association fees and team 
entry fees have been increasing and the committee some years ago decided not to increase the annual 
subscription fee but to cover this increase by introducing a “competition fee” of $10 per season per member of 
senior competition teams. This fee is collected by captains and offsets the extra costs associated with playing 
competition. This fee does not apply to junior competition. We ask that competition players give this fee 
promptly to their captains at the beginning of each season. The fee is capped at $40 per year per member. 
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CLUB  CHAMPIONSHIPS  REPORT 
 
A big thank you to our coaches Andrew Halford and Stuart Brown who organised the Club Championships in 
March/April 2012.  Here is their report. 
 
It is becoming more and more prevalent  that tennis clubs simply do not have the interest from its members to 
have a club championships. A club championships needs to be organised and run in a manner where members 
have the best opportunity to participate. This requires a reasonable member base, plenty of notice with plenty of 
events structured to gain maximum member participation in a social and therefore competitively fun 
atmosphere.   
Our goal this year, on the 50th anniversary of the clubs operation, was to reinvigorate the championships to its 
former strength as it was many years ago, at the traditional time of year, shortly after the Aussie Open has been 
in town!  
This tennis club, with about 300 members has the potential to create a successful in house tournament. If the 
right structure is in place, the only required ingredient left is the willingness of members to play. After 
encouraging certain member groups to play and support the event, there was limited success.  
We were thrilled at the number of entries for a new event, the B grade singles. We had competitors such as 
“Grasscourt Grant”, “John Isner”, and “Rafa”(do I need to explain why?!). “Grasscourt Grant” actually became 
“Claycourt Grant” when he won the B grade against “Isner” on court one. Some other players in this event were 
KK, Brett, and George. The Junior Senior doubles had a great turnout with many family member teams 
competing. Also the boys events were well supported (I think Stuart Brown lost some hair that day as it was 
super busy!) 
Areas where participation could have been stronger were the girls events, open women’s singles and doubles, 
mixed doubles, and many players that could have played but did not play the B grade singles and doubles.  
Stuart and I thank all members that participated this year and hope everyone had fun while winning and/or 
losing! For those out there that could have played, please, get involved next year as it is fun, and you  get some 
organised practice for your usual competition or social play. Next year, we plan to improve on this years 
championships, however we need your help to make this happen by taking part. If you have any suggestions, 
please let either of us know! 
Cheers, 
Andrew & Stuart,  Club Championships Organisers 

   

Event Champion Runner-up 

Open Mens Singles Andrew Halford Stuart Brown 

Open Ladies Singles Sheryl Kerwick Judy Davies 

Open Mens Doubles Andrew Halford 
Stuart Brown 

J. Doddridge 
William Bryans 

Open Ladies Doubles Sheryl Kerwick 
Susan McLaughlin 

Judy Davies 
Susan Martin 

Open Mixed Doubles Andrew Halford 
Judy Davies 

Shing Yue Sheung 
Rhonda McCaw 

B grade Mens Singles Grant Stewart Frank Crombie 

B grade Mens Doubles KK 
George 

Grant Stewart 
Frank Crombie 

Senior/ Junior Doubles David&Philipa Rehe Frank&Jordan Crombie 

18 & Under Boys Singles Shing Yue Sheung Lewis Freeman 

18 & Under Girls Singles Yana Barton Ha Jin Kim 

18 & Under Mixed Doubles William Bryans 
Yana Barton 

Shing Yue Sheung 
Ha Jin Kim 

14 & Under Boys Singles Jack Stewart Nick Veginis 

14 & Under Boys Doubles Devam Shah 
Bharadwaja Cherakuri 

Mathew Chen 
Simon Ravenhill 

14 & Under Girls Singles Philippa Rehe Melica Vukadinovic 

 

Photos from the presentation can be found on our website: www.northbalwyntc.org.au 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~nbtc/clubchamps/2012champ/champs2012/the%20champs2012.htm 
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FUNDRAISING 

 
Bunnings BBQ 
 
We were very fortunate to be invited to run the Bunnings BBQ at Box Hill on Saturday 7th January 2012. This was 
a great opportunity to raise much needed funds for the club and Liz Brown and Rhonda McCaw co-ordinated the 
event. 
Over 500 sausages were sold and we made a profit of $1209.50.  The money raised will go towards restoring our 
Club Championships board and installation of a permanent BBQ in front of the clubhouse (if City of Borooondara 
approves).   

 
If we have another opportunity to fundraise by running a Bunnings BBQ we hope are few new members will 
volunteer. We need a total of 20 volunteers to run the BBQ in 2 hour slots from 8.30 am to 5.00 pm.  
 
 
 
Shing Yue 
Sheung, Christa 
Shlifelner, 
Peter McCaw, 
KK Sheung and 
Rowena 
Sheung       A 
very happy 
crew! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
50th Anniversary Dinner Raffle and Sponsorship 
 
At the 50th Anniversary Dinner held on 1st April this year tickets were sold for a raffle with the 1st prize a Wilson 
Juice racquet (donated by Wilson), with chocolates and tennis towels from Serve and Volley as other prizes. 
Over $600 was raised, mainly due to the generosity of those attending the dinner.  Boccaccio Cellars donated 
two bottles of wine as a door prize. An application was made by the club to Bendigo Bank for sponsorship of the 
event, with support also requested for funding of a booklet to be published on the history of the NBTC. We were 
successful and the $970 donated to NBTC is much appreciated.  
 
The club is very indebted to Bendigo Bank as our major sponsor and we urge all members to consider opening 
accounts with them. See the article at the end of the newsletter. 
 
Biggest Morning Tea – fundraiser for Cancer Council 
 
A Big thank you to NBTC for allowing the biggest morning tea to be held at the club on the 24th May and to all 
who came, supported, and/or assisted. We raised $400 for the Cancer Council with your kind support and 
donations. Hopefully we can make this an annual event and I will see you all and then some next year!  

 
Melanie Katopodis 
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JUNIOR COMPETITION REPORT 

 
The summer season was very successful for  NBTC. Once again, Andrew & I are so proud of the way the kids 
conduct themselves on & off the court.  
 
 
Saturday:  
BSD 11 won their grand final, GSD 4 unfortunately were runners up but are dominating this season in the same 
grade!!  
 
Sunday:  
BSD 1 won the grand final after it being even on sets & games forcing a sudden death tie break to decide!!! BSD 6 
& GSD 4 also won. Some boys from BSD 6 have now won 2 premierships in a row and are looking good for 
another in BSD 4 this season!! BSD 9 had a shock loss in their final after being top of the ladder for most of the 
season.  
 
We are over half way through the winter season,  NBTC has 15 teams entered in ERT over Saturday & Sunday 
mornings making us one of the biggest clubs in the association!!!  
 
Andrew & I would like to thank the kids for their ongoing participation and great attitude. It is also pleasing to 
see so many parents getting involved and organising team hits and practice matches. Almost all courts are in use 
after school with kids participating in coaching or working on their match play!!  
 
Stuart Brown  

Junior Organiser 

 
 

TENNIS MATTERS COACHING REPORT 
 

Combined with the club’s junior competition format, we and our assistants Michael, Michael, and Rachael hope 
that all players, both juniors and adults enrolled in our coaching program have enjoyed their term of coaching 
and competition involvement. 
Our coaching program, which operates Monday to Friday is progressing well as our friendly coaching staff 
continue to offer and coach all ages and standards in many lesson format opportunities to improve their game.  
 
Interested players can choose from private lessons for those who wish to accelerate their technical skills, fun 
social group lessons based on designed tennis games technique and tactical play, and squad training for the more 
aspiring player where intense point play involving tactics and technique over a longer duration improves match 
skills. 
Our Wilson peeWee tennis program is still in operation for 4-7 year olds and utilizes small nets and rackets as 
well as larger, two toned coloured balls. Each player receives a racket and a peeWee hat for free as part of the 
program to make it easier for the youngsters. The program allows younger children to start the game in an 
easier, more exciting environment.  
If interested in giving your game a boost, contact one of us! 
 
 
TENNIS MATTERS 
Andrew Halford (TCAV Advanced Coach, B.App.Sci. in Human Movement)  Ph. 0412 021 911 
Stuart Brown (TCAV Advanced Coach) Ph. 0412 966 336. 
 

Website:   www.tennismatters.com.au                                 Email address:   tennismatters2us@hotmail.com 
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MID-WEEK COMPETITION REPORTS 

 
Tuesday M.E.M.R.L.T.A. Competition 
 
Section A4 
Current members of this team are Serena Hayes(Capt), Melanie Katopodis, Rowena Sheung, Christa Schlifelner 
and Kaye Clarke. Last season was a successful season as we were runners-up (many thanks to Rhonda McCaw as 
she filled in for us due to injuries)and thus this season we are now in a higher section. We are now more than 
half way through our winter season and we have won a few matches. Despite this we are enjoying our tennis but 
do hope to win a few more!  
 
Serena Hayes,  Captain 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Tuesday M.E.M.R.L.T.A. Competition 
Section A4 
Kaye Clarke, Serena Hayes, Christa Schlifelner,  
Melanie Katopodis, Rowena Sheung and 
Rhonda McCaw 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section A10 
We are in the middle of our current season and so far we could not have hoped for a better start. We are 
currently undefeated and sitting on top of the ladder. This is a far cry from last season and we hope to remain 
injury free and all available to continue on our winning way and make finals in a few more weeks. Thanks to the 
team for all their co-operation in getting on the court each week and winning!! We also thank Jenny Law for 
being available as our emergency for finals.  
 

Sue Charman – Team Captain  
 
 

 
 
 
Section A9 team 
Back row: Sue Charman, Catherine 
Lawton 
and Adrienne Moulder 

 
Front row: Helen Rayner, Caroline Bragg, 
Lorna Sargeant and Jenny Law. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 8 

 
 
Wednesday E.D.W.T.A. Competition 
 
Section 5 
We are only four but expect to be in the finals. Our stalwart number one, Diana Lamb, turns up with a smile in 
spite of family concerns. Catherine Lawton and Dianne Sampson are most dependable. Our thanks are due to 
Margaret Walker, a willing and cheerful emergency. Courts 1, 2, 3 and 4 are all playing beautifully, being well 
watered by the winter rain. 
 
Norma Ross, EDWTA Wednesday Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday W.D.T.A Competition 
 
A Grade 1 
After our win last season in A Reserve 1 we were promoted to A Grade 1.  With the addition of Susan Martin to 
the team we had high hopes to improve on our last attempt at this level. We started off well but found the 
standard very high and ended up 6th place. Undaunted, we have applied for the same section again. Thanks to 
Jane Cash for managing the team, not an easy task with seven members.  
 
For Jane Cash, Captain 

Thurs Afternoon Vets Pennant Report 

 
As has been the case recently we have had 3 teams in the just completed Autumn Metro Masters (Vets) Thursday 
afternoon Pennant. 
 
Section 3 
Two teams, the Tigers (Stephen Clark, John Zannoni, Garry Basinski, Preston Berryman, and John McInnes), and 
the Lions (Kevin Gregory, Theo Eversteyn, Peter Nitsos, Jim de Stephanis, Peter Moran, and Chris Harding) were 
both in Section 3. The Tigers performed better over the season, winning 4 matches and drawing 1, and getting 
into third place for the finals, but being beaten in their semi final by Donvale. The Lions struggled to win only two 
matches with two washouts, both of which they were close to winning. They missed the finals. In the 3 clashes 
between the two teams, the Tigers were successful twice, but in the first they just scraped home by a game. 
 
Section 6 
Thursday Mens Veterans Section 6 team consisting of Graham Besley, Andrew Serpell, Tom Yamazaki, Ken 
Nickels, Tony MacCormack, and Peter Bahen generally had a good season coming third. The top two teams had 
our measure and although giving Bulleen a run for their money, we lost the semi final. Next season will see some 
drop outs from the team, including Ian Polmear who is retiring after a wonderful run.  We hope some new 
players will be available for the next season. 
 
Graham Besley, Captain 

 

Similar teams have been entered in the forthcoming Spring Pennant which commences Thurs 9th August. 
 
Peter Moran,  Thursday Vets Pennant Co-ordinator 

 

NBTC member, Peter Purcell honoured 
 

At the last Metro Masters committee meeting, the Metro Masters committee resolved to name the section two 
shield for the Thursday afternoon competition the Peter Purcell Shield to recognise his contribution over many 
years.  NBTC can also be proud that Theo Ever stein, a member of NBTC took on the role of treasurer on that 
committee in June 20111, thereby continuing a contribution by our tennis club.  

*************** 
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NIGHT TENNIS COMPETITON 

 
Night tennis competition CHEAPER for members! 

 
The Blackburn & District Night Tennis competition requires teams to pay $7 per night to cover cost of tennis 
balls and lighting at the home club.  The committee has waived this $7 charge when members are playing at 
NBTC. When playing at home, captains should still collect the $7 per member of the opposition team and post the 
money ($28) in the labelled envelope in the night tennis money box. The committee considers this more 
equitable and hopes this will encourage more members to play night tennis. 
 
The Autumn season of BDNTA was extremely successful with eight of the ten teams making the semi-finals. Four 
teams made it to the finals and three successfully brought home the flag, Monday ladies Raqt Paq, Thursday 
Open Scorpions and Immigrants. WELL DONE! 
 
Here are some reports from team captains. 
 
Monday Ladies: 
Night Owls – Section 4 
This team was new this season and comprised Justine Hunt, Kaylene Ravenhill, Vicki Ibbott and Helen De Ross. 
The Night Owls had a wonderful season going through almost undefeated and finishing top of the ladder. On our 
final match for the season one of our members severely injured her ankle and was unable to play the finals. With 
one member injured and one overseas and only 4 members to our team we were unable to field a team for either 
final and therefore forfeited. It was a shame but we all enjoyed a great season together. 
 
Justine Hunt, Captain 

 
Ballwin.nets - Section 4 
We have enjoyed a great season in Section 4 and managed to end up 3rd on the final ladder. We played at 
Currawong on very damp courts and were 3 sets all but unfortunately we lost by just 1 game, ending our flag 
chances.  
Our team enjoys the social side with movie nights and dinners together during the season. We look forward to 
next season and hope to go one better and win a flag. Thanks to all the team for being available on some very 
cold nights on the courts.  
 
Helen Rayner, Captain 

 
Raqt Paq – Section 7 
Raqt Pacq had a brilliant season in Section 7 Monday night tennis this Autumn. We finished on top of the ladder 
for the home and away games and won the Grand Final in a close contest. 
 
Also thanks to Fiona Etty-Leal for stepping in 
when needed. 
 
 
 
 
Back Row: 
Pennie Cornwell, Robin Besley, Heather King 
 
 
Front Row: 
Jill Smith, Trisha Arthur 
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Tuesday Open: 
Rattlers – Section 9 
Wayne Ibbott continues to manage this team although he is unable to play at present. I'm sure his team members 
appreciate his dedication. The team was quite successful this season, making the semi-final. Paul Van Der Har is 
not playing due to injury but new recruits, Paul Weston and Brian Wood have obviously made their mark.  

 
Yackers - Section 10 
The Yackers, captained by Joe Iacopino finished in 6th place.  They hope to stay in section 10 and improve this 
season. They welcome Frank Crombie and Tony Barton to the team. 
 
Champion Chokers - Section 11 
Champion Chokers, Tuesday night Section 12 had a disappointing season, we were generally competitive but this 
did not translate into many wins. With injuries and absences behind us we look forward to next season with 
higher expectations. 
 
Graham Besley, Captain 

 
Serves Ya Right – Section 12 
We have just finished our third season playing night tennis at North Balwyn Tennis Club. We continue to enjoy 
playing tennis in a lovely, quiet setting. We have had another successful season, despite the number of 
emergencies we have required at various times during the season. We made it to the semi finals. It was a very 
close match but unfortunately, we lost by 4 points. We continue to enjoy not only playing tennis but the social 
aspect surrounded by this competition. On these chilly winter nights, we are appreciating a break from 
competition tennis. We look forward to returning to tennis on Tuesday nights when the season starts in August!  
 
Kylie Smith, Captain 

 

 
Wednesday Open: 
Barracoutas - Section 4 
Not a bad season despite our loss in the grand final to St Dominics. We did hit number one on the ladder in the 
last weeks of the season but unfortunately lost it in the last round, and with it the home court advantage that 
might have made the difference. And it was not a big difference. So, thanks to my team for carrying me through to 
the finals. In order of number of appearances our team was Alex Barton, Tony Barton, Martin Ip, Alec 
MacLachlan, Sam Ip, Yana Barton, Phillip Wen and Helen De Ross.  
 
Tony Barton, Captain 

 
Thursday Open: 
Scorpions - Section 1 
After a very competitive season, the Scorpions managed to finish in first place. The semi final was played against 
a team that had defeated  us only the week before but thanks to some great play (including Martin Ip firing on all 
cylinders to only lose four games for the night) we were the victors this time. The final was a close affair against 
the side that finished second. The Scorpions won the first two sets but this was reversed in the next two - so it 
went down to the final sets with the result of Scorpions winning the night by only three games!  
 
Congratulations to the team of  
 
Martin Ip, Henry Nguyen, Mitch 
Anderson, Shing Yue Sheung, Andrew 
Hayes (Russell Downie and 
Balazs Lovrecz, not in photo) 
 

 

Andrew Hayes, Captain 
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Immigrants – Section 7 
The Immigrants had a very successful season, ending up top of the ladder. They went on to convincingly win the 
flag for NBTC. Congratulations. Roshan Johal did a great job as captain and they welcome new members, Brett 
Sewell and Michael Hase to the team. 
 

With four courts under lights and four midweek nights to choose from, we have the capacity for 16 teams 
competing. Next season we have one team not continuing, but we have two new teams entering, a Monday night 
Open team, Serves you right, and a Wednesday Open team, the Racketeers. This will make a total of eleven teams.  
Anyone interested in joining the Night Tennis Competition please contact:  

 
Rhonda McCaw, Night Tennis Co-ordinator 9817 2940 

 

*************** 

 
MIDWEEK SOCIAL TENNIS REPORT 

 
The enthusiasm of those playing mid week social tennis continues unabated, although for a variety of reasons, 
our numbers have declined over the past year or so.  Nevertheless it is good to note that during those weeks of 
the year when there is a gap in the Women’s competitions and also in the Men’s Seniors schedule, we do get 
players from those groups attending mid week social tennis and they are very welcome.  We have acquired some 
new members and we would encourage all members of the Club to publicise the availability of mid week social 
tennis at North Balwyn whenever possible.  Not all tennis clubs have this opportunity and it is certainly an asset 
to the Club as a whole.  The players would like to thank Rowena Sheung for her diligence in providing a steady 
supply of balls for us, week in, week out.  The Wilsons seem to be more popular than the previous brand. 
 
Bruce Holloway 

 

*************** 
 

SUNDAY SOCIAL TENNIS 
 

Social tennis on the weekend is something the committee would like to encourage. For members who work, 
please be aware that there are courts available either Saturday or Sunday afternoons for social play. All it needs 
is a core group of about 8 players who wish to play regularly  for it to work. Please let the committee know if you 
are interested in being part of a regular group attending. 

*************** 
 

VICTORIAN PENNANT REPORT 2011 

 
Pennant is generally the strongest competition in Victoria, catering  for all ages and standards, running from 
April to August. It comprises a veterans format consisting of only doubles from week to week, played only on  
Saturday afternoons, and the larger mens and womens format in which each team member plays a best of three 
set singles match every two weeks and two doubles matches every alternate week. This main format is played on 
Saturday or Sunday afternoons. Each team is of course played twice during the season, before the finals series.  
 
This year we have a womens grade 5 and mens grades 3, 8 and 10. At the time of this report, the womens team 
just had their first win, just before half way through the season. Well done ladies and girls. This team has our 
youngest player this year at just 14 yrs. The facilitation of the transition of junior players to senior competition is 
continuing well. Our mens grade 10, having had a year off last year, were hungry for another challenge this year. 
The mens teams are competing well with the obvious goal of finishing in the top 4 to compete in the finals. Good 
luck to all teams. 
 
We are always hopeful of keen new players of suitable standard to join our existing groups as well as the 
possibility of the construction of new teams. If interested please contact me on 0412 021 911, or Stuart on 0412 
966 336. 
 
Andrew Halford & Stuart Brown 

Pennant Secretary  
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WEEKEND SENIOR COMPETITION: ERT 
 
We finished the 2011/12 summer season with three teams in the finals and two missing out, one very narrowly. 
Singles/Doubles 3 lost their semi final but both Open Sets 5 and Open Sets 6 made it to the grand final where 
both  lost to the team which had finished top of the ladder. Sadly, you can't win a premiership every time.  
 
For the 2012 winter season we are fielding three Open Sets teams in sections 4, 5 and 10. At the halfway mark of 
the season we have one team in 4th place with both of the others narrowly in 5th. Hopefully we will enjoy some 
finals participation at the business end of the season. 
 
Please note that the entry sheet for the 2012/13 summer season will be posted on the noticeboard in mid July in 
time for entries to be submitted to ERT by 15 August. We are always looking for new players. If you might be 
interested and would like more information, please feel free to ring me on 9817 2940. 
 
Peter McCaw, ERT senior coordinator 

 
*************** 

 

CLUB CAPS FOR SALE 
 

We still have a few club caps available at $10 each. Please ring Rhonda on 98172940 if you wish to purchase one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIRST AID KIT AVAILABLE 
 

In the case of an injury to a player or guest at the club, there is a first aid kit available for treating minor injuries. 
The first aid kit is kept in the gardener's shed at the rear of the clubhouse and, on the noticeboard,  there is a list 
of club members who have a key to the shed. If a major accident happens, please call 000 for medical assistance.  

 
 

NO SMOKING AREAS  EXTENDED 
 

At the December committee meeting,  the committee discussed the issue of smoking on the club grounds and it 
was agreed that in addition to the clubhouse, the no smoking area will be extended to include the porch and 
courts 1-8. 
 
 
 

DOGS AT NORTH BALWYN TENNIS CLUB 
 
Any person bringing a dog to the club must ensure that it is restrained on a leash at all times and does not 
disturb or upset any club members or visitors to the club.  
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SOCIAL NEWS 
 

 

North Balwyn Tennis Club 50th Anniversary Dinner  
Sunday 1st April 2012 6.30 pm 

 Balwyn North Bowls Club 
 
About 4 weeks before the Club Championships Presentation the committee decided to have a  dinner to celebrate 
the 50th year of NBTC to be held after the presentation of Club Championship trophies. A sub-committee was 
formed of Rhonda McCaw, Liz Brown, Peter Moran, Graham Besley, Stuart Brown and Andrew Halford. The 
venue for the dinner was the Balwyn North Bowls Club , 60 Buchanan Avenue, Balwyn North, and we engaged 
their caterer, Brookdale Catering to provide a spit roast and dessert. We sold tickets at $20 per adult, $10 per 
child 10 and under, free for 6 and drinks at bar prices. 
 
All  NBTC members and their families were invited and 45 previous members whose contact details were 
available were sent invitations. A big thank you to Yana Barton for designing the invitations and door tickets. 
Nicholas Tragas, our local City of Boroondara councillor and Cr. Dick Menting, on the Board of Bendigo Bank 
were also invited. An article was published in the Progress Leader about Stephen and Kaye Clarke who have been 
long time members and a notice was placed in Herald Sun “Desperately Seeking”. 
 
Of those previous members sent letters, 31 of 45 responded with most able to come, some with their partners. 
One hundred and sixty-two people attended, 157 adults, 5 children with two under 6 years of age. We had a 
raffle which was promoted beforehand by the coaches but most tickets were sold on the night at $5 a ticket. First 
Prize was a Wilson Juice racquet valued at $280 (donated by Wilson) , other prizes were chocolates and 4 towels 
from Serve and Volley. A door prize of two bottles of wine was donated by Boccaccio Cellars. 
 
On the night Danny Samson, our president welcomed everyone, including the two City of Boorondara 
Councillors. After the main meal, Stuart Brown organised a game where people stood up until the year of their 
joining was called starting with 2012. People were invited to speak of their experiences over the decades. Cr. 
Nicholas Tragus and Cr. Dick Minting gave speeches, complementing the club on its community spirit and 
wishing the club a bright future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angela Moran reminiscing on  
her time at the club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After dessert, the raffle was drawn, with the winner of the Wilson racquet being David Henry. The raffle raised 
over $600. Then Ian Speed from the Bowls Club invited everyone to have a go at bowls.  
 
The committee was delighted with the success of the night and everyone took the chance to catch up with old 
friends and playing partners. Eleven life members were there and seven past presidents. It was also great to see 
John and Pat McInnes, who ran the Junior coaching and competition 1996-2003 and were very active in 
fundraising for the club. Geoff Hall, caretaker for the club since 1979 who had been on extended sick leave was 
able to come for a short time.  
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Cr. Nick Tragas, Danny Samson (President) 
with David Henry (winner of the raffle) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhonda McCaw with    
Cr. Nick Tragas, his 
wife Eve Emetlis and 
Cr. Dick Menting 
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Local Heroes! 
Supporting our local communities is what the Canterbury, Ashburton, Balwyn and Surrey Hills branches of the 
Bendigo Bank do best. 
 
The Community Bank’s sponsorship of $10,000 has provided much needed help towards financing the 
resurfacing of courts 3-6 with the water-saving court surface, PolyClay XL. More recently, we have received 
funding for two new promotion boards facing Buchanan Avenue and $970 to offset the costs of our 50th 
Anniversary celebrations. 
 
For the last seven years, these Community Bank branches have given back more than $920,000.00 to over 120 
local groups, aged care facilities, schools, festival s and events. 
 
NOW, North Balwyn Tennis Club can receive even more funding! 
 
North Balwyn Tennis Club members who do their banking  with either Canterbury, Ashburton, Balwyn or Surrey 
Hills Community Bank branches can earn more funds for our organisation. 
$250 for every approved Bendigo home loan 
$50 for every approved and funded personal loan 
$25 for every approved Bendigo Credit Card application 
$10 for every new business or term deposit account opened and held for 3 months 
$5 for every new Piggy or Ultimate account opened 

and more……… 
 
Ask how you can make more money for our organisation from Bendigo Community Banking. 
 
Canterbury: 143 Maling Road, Canterbury Tel: 9836 9466 
Ashburton: 241 High Street, Ashburton Tel: 9885 2666 
Surrey Hills: 107 Union Road, Surrey Hills Tel: 9890 7188 
Balwyn: 411 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn Tel: 9836 8029 
 
If you already bank with any of these four branches, please call your branch and let them know that you are a 

member of North Balwyn Tennis Club and the Club will receive a donation – too easy! 

 
 

www.supportingourcommunity.com.au 

 
 

GETTING THE CLUB NEWS 
 
As we only have the Club newsletter sent out twice a year, we need other ways to keep our members informed of 
club events and key decisions made by the committee. There are a number of ways this is done. Firstly, the 
monthly committee minutes are posted on the Social noticeboard. Secondly, regular emails are sent out to those 
members who have registered their emails with us and thirdly, these emails are copied and displayed on the 
general noticeboard and the fridge in the kitchen. We encourage all members to be on the email address list. It is 
the most effective and quickest way for us to communicate club matters to you. If you wish to be added to the 
address list, send your email address along with your name, to northbalwyntc@yahoo.com.au.  
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Do you know someone who might be interested in joining our club? 

 

Why not pass on this newsletter after you have read it, or direct them to our website: 

 

Our website address is: www.northbalwyntc.org.au 
 
Web site news: The Club owns the domain name northbalwyntc.org.au registered with the company Melbourne 
IT costing $22 per year. We have web forwarding as part of the service so that the url 
http://northbalwyntc.org.au/ takes you to the web site which is still hosted (for no charge) by Vicnet (a division 
of the State Library of Victoria: http://www.vicnet.net.au/) so our web site is still at 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~nbtc/ .  Tennis Victoria web page hosting is an alternative, but up to the present the 
Vicnet service seems to be working reliably and is easy to use. According to the Vicnet web counter the hits on 
our web site steadily increased to about 1,000 per month over the last couple of years, but in the last few months 
have declined back to about 700-900 per month. If you have any advice on our web site, organisation, content 
etc. please email me tonybarts@gmail.com.  
 
Tony Barton 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES 
PETER McCAW 

98172940 


